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Won 61% to 39

Voter Perceptions:

Start with People...
Patrick Leslie
May 21, 2011

Personal Worry
How much do you personally worry about global
warming?

Causation

Are temperature changes due man-made or natural causes?

% Worry a great deal /a fair amount W % Pollution from human activities % Natural changes in the environment
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Seriousness Declining concern

Thinking about what is said in the news, is the seriousness of global Do you think that global warming will pose a serious

warming: generally exaggerated, generally correct, or generally

dorostimted2 threat to you or your way of life in your lifetime?
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Source: Gallup Social Series Environment poll, conducted March 4-7, 2011 Source: Gallup Social Series Environment poll, conducted March 4-7, 2011




The lowest of American priorities

Percent of Americans considering each as a “top priority ” (mutually independent)
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Source: Pew Research Center, January 2011: Economy, Jobs Top Public Policy Agenda
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Voters’ Priorities for Energy Reform

What should be Congress’ priorities for an energy groposal to reduce
carbon emissions and increase use of alternative & renewable sources?

W Highest priority @ Second highest priority

swasletiremanves LS ] 1% (5% 257
renewables/alternatives 41% | 30% GoP

Minimize new govern- m (/ 13% Dem
ment bureaucracy 32% \55% GOP |
Minimize negative impact “:130%
on jobs/job creation
Minimize any new taxes Elzs%
Promote new green
energy jobs [IEEENITIT] 26%
Reduce carbon emissions o
linked with climate change m:l 21%
Minimize costs to m:lwu/
consumers/electric rates °

4 Voters on Energy & Climate Change Policy — September 2009 - Hart Research for

5/22/11

Energy Policy

All of the above, please.

Public Favors Alternative Energy, Traditional Energy, and
Limits on Greenhouse Gases

Include each in comprehensive energy Oppose
legislation... % %

Require utilities to produce more energy from
renewable sources

Tougher efficiency standards

Expand exploration for coal, gas, oil

Limits on CO? and other greenhouse gas
emissions

Incentives for more nuclear power

Source: Pew Research Center, June 2010: Public Remain of Two Minds on Energy Policy

Methodology

¢ Telephone survey among 1,002 registered voters
¢ Survey dates August 24 — 31, 2009

¢ Margin of error = £3.0 percentage points overall
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Voters’ Current (Unaided) View Of Fee
On Carbon Usage Or “Carbon Tax”

Attitude toward “Carbon Tax”

Knowledge of “Carbon Tax”

36%

18%
DK namel|

Very not sure
negative
23%

21%

A lot/fair Just  Very little/ Posiliv‘e Negative Neutral/
amount some not heard of not sure
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Voters Informed Reaction To

“Carbon Tax”

“This plan would put a tax on carbon
emissions so that the cost of carbon
pollution is reflected in the price of
energy. While there would not be a
specific cap or limit on carbon
emissions, the tax would be set at a
level so that it acts as an incentive for
companies to reduce their carbon
emissions, improve the efficiency of
fossil fuel use, and also develop new
technologies and alternative energies.

A carbon tax approach also would
create incentives for consumers to use
energy more efficiently.  Individuals
and households would receive tax
refunds to offset the impact of the
carbon tax.”

Not
sure
Strongly ,6%
oppose
23%

14%
Somewhat
oppose

Strongly
favor

26%

31%
Somewhat
favor
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Credible Messengers

T8

How much consideration would you give to the views of this person/
group in deciding between carbon tax and cap & trade approach?

‘ W Great deal of consideration @ Fair amount of consideration

Scientists NN 1%
wind power industry [IEZNN ] 51%

Environmental feaders (NESI ] so%
Leacing sconomists ECANITI ] 47%

Barack Obama [IEC ] 46%
Al Gore 39%
Coal industry [T 34%
Oil industry [IEEIIT] 24%
Members of Congress [ ] 24%
Major corporations [ 22%
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Thank you.

Voters’ Support Carbon Tax Over
Cap & Trade By Strong Margin

Preferred Approach for Reducing Carbon Emissions

Neither/ Carbon tax
not sureﬂ (2%) favor strongly

Cap&trade 22%
favor strongly,

Carbon Tax supporters
are also more committed
in their view: 38% of
carbon tax supporters
describe their support as
strong; 26% of cap &

Cap & trade trade supporters say the

not strongly 36%

Carbon tax
not strongly
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Straw Poll

Should any potential piece of legislation that
puts a direct price on carbon be called...

a) a “carbon tax”

b) something else, like a “carbon fee” or “offset”

Pacific Northwest
Carbon Pricing Conference
May 21, 2011
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